B &L‘-} Y, TOEPRS WUy ~78 NUSIIR 5 SR | $ep DIoc o, s S S S S

S CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY g

] COUNTRY

South Vietnam

- xeoRT No, - €€ =311/0T913-67

SUBIECT vieit Cong Prison System in DATE DISTR. ﬂ Suly 1957 -
i E Binh Long Province - _ I
S E NO. PAGES - ‘ ‘2 N i
. - T aFERENCES ~ RD N
. % ‘r DATE OF 30 O Deiembes 1965-17" April 1967 B B § ) oo
E PLACE & (Whe’tf” =  DasncHoa )
] DAY ACQ. \ﬁ(zgﬁ?“neugsz-
% SOURCE:

‘Cong (VC) in Binh Long Province appeared to have a system

e e — - - -

Summary Dur1ng the period 3g Deceaber 1955«17 April 1967, the 1 -

Viet Cong (VC) in Binh Long Province had five prison camps”

koown as B5, B4, B3, B2 and Bl. The first camp, BS, .

appeared to be a holding area where a prisoner's d15p051t10n .

"was decided. In camps B4 and B3, interrogations were con-

ducted. At B2, the final dec1s1on was made as to whether a

prisener was to be executed or released. A prisoner slated - ;
for release was then moved to Bl, where he underwent daily . e |
ipdoctrination and had toc zign a statement that he would ' ‘
keep secret everything he had seen, All five camps were
composed of thatched huts .nd were well guarded. There was
no ingdication. that any of the five camps held American---
prxsoners. o : S . . el

Dur:mg the period 30 December 1965 - 1'? Apr,.l 1967, the V1et

of handling prisoners of zll categories that involved the - -

use of five successive detention camps designated B5, B4, )

B3, B2 and Bi. ZXach canp served a specific funcétion and - -

prisoners were moved from one camp to the next ome in -~ .. .. .

accordance with what appeared to be a standargdized system,

The specific functions of the 1nd1v1dua1 camps were the e

following: . : :
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. The flrst camp into which ‘a prisoner was introduced was

~.%, =5  Camp B3, located 15 kilomotors mouthwost of Tay N.nh ”/f/”’ €’
_}-7{5‘ . City (exact location unknown). The initial decision ( )
et concexning the prisoner's disposition probably was taken 9 i
-~ . - Lere. Aftfer an undetermined period of time, the prisone %
: »would be transferred to Camp B4. %

1, b. At Camp B4, the prisoner was interrogated frequently, usuﬂ.'iy
s —3!7 about the same subjects, namely, personal background,
(3 N Sk o American and Vietnamese intelligence services worked for,
SRok Hvor b {ADetc. Prisoners weére sometimes tortured and were forced to
. oyl dig trenches and :foxboles around the prison compound. The
it ,‘/j G¢’_  camp was located at approximately XT 905967 and comsisted
’” "_"’ - of gix thatched houses, each 5 x 10 meters in size and ,
ousing 46 prisoners, guarded by about 70 VC. The prisoners
m-_w-ﬁ ere malnly Montagnards, Cambodians and Vietnamese.

{33 o
: At Camp B3, located r.t approxinately XU 887034, prisoners -
S ‘3 { ?' underwent further interrogation, The camp consisted of -
N of nine thatched houses and was the strongest of the five in

(R ] Ly Yerms of defensive positions., Three trails were used to

Af P”‘m reach B3: one from Loi Mink Hamici, one from Tra Thanh .

. Village, and the third from the Song Be River, which forms

/7 ‘/” . the natural boundary between Government of Vietnam Phuoc ’
{1 "r.é‘ " Long and Binh Long Provinces. All other trails leading to
o B3 were mined and/or trapped with spike pits. Normally,

about 90 VC were statioped permanently et the canmp, but,

on occasion, there were as many as B00, One prisoner suc-

3 L731ﬂ Ic ﬂ‘/ceeded in escaping from B3 but was shortly recaptured and

killed by the VC.

“""“H—"ﬁamp B2 was located at XU 906107 and was where a prisoner [
5‘3(7 + final fate was decided, that is, whether he was to be
(W ot released or executed, Before any prisoner was executed,
oG Gx: W7 his crimes were ANV ced publicly to the other p:isoners.
wsrezx’ . Three Vietnamese prisoners were executed im October 1966,
: ;ré-.:-.' -/7;:-', one of them a former candidate for the Naticnal ‘Assembly.
B -« - At B2, all prisoners were kept in thelr cells at all
3 oo t'u;es' like Camps B4 and 133, B2 :lt:eld approximately 46 -
. N risopers. The permanent guard force was composed of - ..
: W“I"a wn getween 150 and 200 llontagnards. S

/—“—s °
I If it was decided to free a prisoner, he was then trans-

T _3—,,0 ferred to Camp Bl, located at XU 980111. He remained here
for -an’ indetermmate time, durxng which he was subjected -
ﬂluoc U/Uf‘ Fefo dailly indoctrination .and was finally forced to write -
IR At a declaration stating that he would keep secret after his s
=S - release everything he had seen. As the final step, the

17 E&Y¢ £ prisoner was led to Tra Thanh Village, whexe ke was set ~
1. .i... free, At _B}l, 32 prisoners were confined 'in 26 thatched

: / . - houses, _An (estimated 150 VC were in the camp. On occasion.

E .- '~ the camp served as a temporary base for regular units - -
93_3’3:5 * movipg-through the area.  Once, about 1,500 V¢ troops camped

wqt -{ there for the night.” B T

- —)_ggm_ﬁgb it cammt ‘be determineaxro:u SOuree's S
. ~comments This procedure was standard for handling 111
.VC prisoners or if Source's experiences were unique, == 3
Source was also unable to identify the particular point ¥
at-which each prisoner is introduced into this VC Pena'.l"
system. At no time during the 17 months he spent in the

_'?'j . five campas described did he see lny Anerican .prlponerl.l
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